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PosITIVE DECISIONS
by Suzanne Zuercher, OSB

It has been about a year now since | became
involved with the Ignatian Spirituality Project. Father
Bill Creed, SJ, called me to be part of a brainstorming
session about the newheated, official organization
that ISP was moving to. When | arrived for that meet-

New ISP Executive Director Tom Drexler started April 1 ing’ | met several talented and interesting men who had
A DIRECT START a!so come at his request. We spent a stimulating eve-
ning, each of us wondering what we might have to offer
to the project, and each of us finding that we did have at
least a little to give. The various backgrounds of the
group that gathered are a test
and concern for all aspects of the newly created organi-
5zatlon the ministry itself, its funding, its fiscal and legal
responsibilities.

by Katie Sullivan

On April 1, 2008, the Ignatian Spirituality Pro-
ject welcomed its first fiulme executive directdy
Tom Drexler. Drexler comes to ISP with over 20 year
of experience working in Catholic education and forma- . .
tion programs, most recently at DePaul University as ked hs?r?fﬂ)ll aftelr dtTj'S galTherlpg,bFathaL ce;lled dand
Assistant Vice President for Mission and Values. EduZS<€d Whether 1 would be willing to be on the founding
cated at Jesuit institutions, Drexler also views the Spirfs oard of Directors. | had had many years working as a
tual Exercises as o0ohe o0 ardMﬁ lder trSé!Eg Athg'gih’glfjefn\’%nglateflﬁsat h

been given to the church and world. xecu ve |rec and, frankly,
When asked what led him to pursue the execuVas not too excited to think of more Board involve-

tive director position at ISP, Drexler explained thatment However, the brainstorming meeting had been so

while he was happy in his work at DePaul, he Wagnerglzmg that | eagerly agreed to be part of this won-
olooking for something ?rfgl efE)r;h?pt]_';]%IStEat has %IIO ed %as osli1 eI
through Father Bill Creed, SJ, who was his splrltual d ything W positvely
rector, and knew about the work that the program did Feinforced that decision. It has been thrilling to watch
When he heard about the opening from Bill, he decide P grow mto_ what it is today. As t.he only woman on
to pursue the job because the connection betwee e Board until recently, my special interest has been the
homelessness, the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, \f\v)don?nﬁ'or_]r Zfre'tsmm'g'zgy to rg:(raena(\:t: for horrgzlcess
recovery intrigued him. qﬁ|§ to%nl V f%el 52?%% Issgz)rr%%p ttrbt[? pea
fulness and gratitude6o é‘FP’ ﬁ‘H.E ?1”5 3"8%5[% 5‘/98 n?trhgth

with ISP, aware of th|s and that they have the creat|V|ty, wisdom,

One of the things that Drexler finds most ex- and sensitivity to adapt programs to best benefit this
citing about working with ISP is that he is entering the® y Pl prog
Indeed, it is already happening.

organlzatlon at a time when things are ripe for9"ouP-
0significant expansion, 6 as he puts it. He hopes to
pand to a minimum of two new cities a year for both
men and women. He also would really like to

I SP

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3

The Ignatian Spirituality Project , since our inception in 1998, continues to help men and women who are hon
dicted reclaim their spiritual lives. Using the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius, ISP retregterfssigd a faith that ir
and social transformation and builds an engovirggoagnififanity.
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Decisions from page 1 inspiring. There are times for certé@ssional leadership. We chose the
things to appear in the world, and tla¢ter course, and that means that all

| say this because | havelative ease with which doors ard | SP6s efforts wi

been able to observe just a bit of thgening, hurdles are being crosseat, only for Chicago, but for other

work in this area. A number @ihd dedicated and talented peapteplaces throughout the country. |

womends retreat sjoinm@ this mihistrk tdicate to antbiek the decision we made will open
our monastery grounds. Our fourteen up opportunities we can only imagine.
acres of fields and gardens for The Society of Jesus has
peaceful space open to nature | recognized the value of ISP as an em
away from the turmoil of the ci powering of lay people, team mem-
This is also wh bers andhretreatants both. | know that
meets for learning and planning, a such empowerment is a priority for
had the good fortune to speak to the Society, and | am delighted to be
group one evening. The memHj part of such an effort, also dear to my
who attended were most impressij Benedictine tradition. The past year
am sure that their experience ! has been a joy for me, and | look for-
knowledge will be a rich addition ward to our exciting future.

the ISP mission as it continues
develop among women. Suzanne Zuercher, OSB, a founding

Sharing with those in other ISP staff, board members, and  member of the ISP Board, worked in
~regional dlrecéors athered in

cities where womenf.shifa8al of cBiBlad, @ desuit miskies for 15 years, as a cam-
ing place is also happening. The an- pus minister at Loyola University Chi-

nual gathering of team members frgmat now is, indeed, the time forISPc ago 6 s Wat er Tower

around the country which took place Probably the most encourage-director of The Institute of Spiri-
in March provided an informal begiimg sign for me has been the rectrtl Leadership.  Additionally, she
ning to discuss not only the similatiring of Tom Drexler as executig@ent 12 years as the president of St.

ties but also some differences in theector. We were at a crossroadsthish ol ast i c a Academy

issues of men and women who @jiater with the choice to contindgorth Side.
homeless. This gathering, like oith the structure we had had until
Board meetings, was energizing #id point or to invest in full time pro-

REACHING OuT retreat for the program yealHey,

we're excited to have some folks frg

by Jordan Skarthner Voice Network join us,” | tol¢s

him. e

"Hey Brother, | really appre- The Men's team finishefs

ciate this opportunityl've learned snother dynamic and inspiring y@ .

lot about myself and about my ref@mpleting over ten retreats and d|

tionship with God." Kevin slappedof reflection. Most excitingly, we

my back as we headed to the va¥gfe able to bring the light of ti YA -

after taking a group picture of the laBtoject to new areas of Chicago. i .

V= ‘ - - In January, Ed Shurna, facili- Kevin, Jerry Mundy, Bob Cloud, R.C.,

'v;‘& ok tator of the men's team and ISP Boardind Tony gather for a group photo on
£} ~ 1 Member, helped to coordinate intro- ~ the April Cincinnati retreat

| ductory meetings with ISP staff and

| shelter directors. tionships are bearing fruit that prom-
Our outreach efforts werg

. . . es to last.

incredibly successful; the men's team Back in the van. Kevin slides

now has four additional shelters iffo the back seat, next to Mike, a new
| pull from and has started another .+ tiend. "I've never been on

weekly fﬁ)llovlv up session. omething like this," he tells
Weresogladyouareatﬂ dYeah | never
to do these follow up sessions; theX/fﬁe says. "And | don't feel like | was

. _the most well_a_ttended group megy 1o go anymorel feel like | was
Denis Weber, SJ, and Clarence ings in our building," a case man lsen. God chose me for a

Irvin cement a connection made on ; ; .
a Chicago menés r E:o dr i ?f.te\yviat%m%maﬁ% ec';nSp'”Bglrpose."
meeting with the men.These rela-
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CONTINUED EXPANSION cities worked in conjunction with thef the meeting, sharing about her ex-
National Office of ISP to implememter i ences with the won
by Katie Sullivarand adapt the overnight retreat forngatitimore.

for each retreat. In addition, Cleve- Ultimately, the National Of-
land modified the one day format fiice hopes to implement sustainable
a one day retreat prior to their fingttreats for men and women in every
overnight, giving them added retre#y and looks forward to seeing how
:| experience. the teams in Atlanta, Baltimore, and

Women who attended all theleveland progress.
retreats had positive things to say
about their experiences. One woman
= from the Cleveland retreat shared that
she wants oOeveryljone to experiehce the
F9li nvigorating feelingod of t he retreat.
= Another woman in Cleveland ek-

Participants on théeh?irg.t()ples?—’ W%Fneonﬁsalways k_eep ,pUttlng
retreat in Atlanta in March od first 1 n everyday |ife. o A woman

] gratitude for h

During the months of Janpn my | i fe, my Glod and mysel
ary, February, and AMtifec€ Rtreat 8ni8ee
retreats occurred for the first time phessed interest in facilitating mare

Atlanta and Cleveland and the Seceélﬁeats and are eager for that to hap_

time since September in Baltimof@n in their cities, a topic that was, il e 1o T C e on ne

These retreats were all part of #igcussed at the March National Gath-ga| t i mor e womends retreat
expansion process of the Ignatigfing. Sue Cesare, of the Baltimore
Spirituality Project. team, came to Chicago for the Na-

Teams in each of the threRnal Gathering and was a vital part

ving time to [poreflect
f.D

START from page 1 that the problem of homelessness is
a great one, Drexler also acknowl-

increase the number of men and edges the generosity that has already
women who are formerly homeless poured into | SP: ounf
who participate in the facilitation thereds no shortage ¢
of the retreats. women who are homeless. Fortu-

Likewise, working with|a nately, people have been incredibly
strong network of regional direc- generous. 6
tors, who are the heads of the Collaborating with Jesuit
mends and womejnds teams i n thei nschoolsand parishesthroughoutthe
respective cities, is important| to country may provide new resources
Drexler because it offers an oppor- of many kinds for the project. Spe-

tunity to make sure that there is con- ISP Executive Director Tom Drexler,  cifically, Drexler points out that work-
sistency in the retreats that are of- Vﬁﬁiﬁﬁ”pgﬁ?éieaﬁ”tﬁ? 5;’?'2?5&@23 ing with these institutions to advocate
fere_d. He also views this network as mensds retreat (9o the penq ¢f homelessness is one of _
an important model for the collabora- the Ohopes of the proje
tion between the laity and Jesuits. In In seeking to expand therward.
his opinion, incredible groundworational network, Drexler recogn
for this collaboration has already beéle@ need to make sure that therd Editor: . :

. . . . . itor: Katie Sullivan
laid, as he witnessed at the Natiaealources available so that this €] contributors: Jordan Skarr, Suzanne Zuer

Gathering held in early March. sion occurs. Underscoring the p| cher, 0SB
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Thanks for your continued support of ou
ministry through your generous tax
deductible donations. Please contact Us
with comments, future stories, or ways f
stay involved.

3 We look forward to hearing from you.




