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HUMAN DIGNITY AND HOPE

When | think of my first six months here at the Ig-
natian Spirituality Project, two things immediately come

to mind: Human Dignity andHope. What is most

edifying about an ISP retreat is witnessing a retreatant
move from despair to hope, and in this movement, reA wo men o s

claim his/her dignity
someone unconditiona
loved by God.

Our retreatants are red
on hard times. At bests
they are living in so
sort of transitional hou
ing, and generally are
the early stages of rec
ery from drug or alcoh| ®
addiction.  Maybe it
because of the severity| !
life on the streets, but t
transformation begins a
soon as the retreatant
walks onto the retreat

Tom Drexler,
Executive Director

ISP NATIONAL NEWS AND HAPPENINGS

During the 202809 Retreat Year a total of 13 cities will hold

over 50 ISP retreats. This is possible due to the hard work of all

of the ISP retreat team coordinators in the ISP cities. A special
thanks goes out to each of them!

ATLANTA

0 retreat this Spring
are scheduled for the Jesuit Retreat HoBeb. Fitz-
gerald, Director of the JRH, Frank Craft, andJane
Geretywill coordinate the retreats.
BALTIMORE
The first mends retreat was he

by Sue Cesarglimi Fardin andSeamus Dockery. A
week later the thremme together again to facilitate the
Baltimore Retreat Team Day of Formation. Part of the
day centered on the Spirituality of Addiction Recovery.

grounds and into the retreat house. The respect a}ngi” Creed, SJMichael Noser, Jordan SkarrandDe-

dignity everyone is afforded simply because he/she is

human being, created in
standard fare on any retfeatind most of us experi-
ence this on a daily basis.

setting may be the first place weajondime that they
experience this very basic and very human need.

From here it only gets better. God, not easily foun

in the chaotic shelters and the-tbubat culture of the

streets, is now uncovered. A sense of belonging grows : _ S
progr es s e goan Nuth,hPaD, Rirgcior of theylgnatian Sgiritualiys

as the retreat

However, for the men an
women who are homeless and in recovery, the retre

BOSTON
Brian Christopher, SJ Eileen Moran, and Clare
Walsh, MHSH,  wi | | be coordinating
and three womends retreats thi
ioning will continue as they facilitate -avdoekly faith
sharing groups in Fr. Bill ds &
CHICAGO
@se (fteinhauserare leading weekly faith sharin .
g oﬁp St the Fralitiséaf HodsE Maiy'a %oge%lga%d s
gatholic Charities: St . Leods
atricia Crowley, OSB andJordan Skarr,overnight
ghd daylong retreats are now occurring monthly.
CINCINNATI
qlerry Mundy andBob Cloud wi | | facilitate t
retreats this coming winter and spring.
CLEVELAND
br ok

ness is experienced, and a new found sense of hopestitute at John Carroll UniversiBenis Weber, SJ

emerges.

from Gesu Parish, afdancy Rowell, I SP womends

On page two, Steve Diogo, a former retreatant, shardéam coordinator will collaborate this year, strengthen-
his story and the transformative power of the ISP reing the retreat program with hopes of beginning weekly
treat. His story, and countless stories like his over théith sharing groups in some of the shelters.

last 10 years, are only possible because of your generos-

ity. Thank you for sharing in this important and suc-
cessful ministry.

You remain in our prayers.

HOuUsTON

Denice Foosegathered a spirited group of chaplains,
spiritual directors, and shelter service providers to lay
the groundwork for the first ISP retreat to take place in

Houston this year.
(continued on pg. 3)
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The Ignatian Spirituality Project , since our inception in 1998, continues to help men and womén who are hon
dicted reclaim their spiritual lives. &fsiitgdhExercises St. Ignatius, ISP retreats foster a faith that invites
personal and social transformation and builds an-ghcogreimaulifey .




NEW RETREAT SEASON BEGINS
by Jordan Skarr

Towards the end of August, | was
visiting with a group of men at St.
Leods Campus for

cago. The group of former retreatantss

and neophytes are as faithful and ded
cated to their spiritual lives as they arg

inquisitive: 0 He
rather pointedly,
staring up again?
responded, ol n S
have one every mo

From September to June, ISP
hopes run over 50 retreats across ou

national network. This is quite an
accomplishment especially considering
that just twenty four months ago we
were still trying to get our phone line
installed.

A AN

Todd Keough, SJ and Charles Allen on retreat at Angela House.

.. be a busy year, but we are excited t 5
The growth and expansion iscgntinue to witness incredible trar&e% attochléar :.b(t)Ut thSetrétreatI; it:rt? s the
testament to not only the positif§rmation in the lives of the rg- g again 5Yeah It
effect that the retreats have had on fh&tants. on that retreat 6 Bruce
men and women who mil;e thetrr]n e’ bu'[Beyon.d the sheer number o_f feelped me come to peace V\{ith myself
generositytreats’ this year also hopes to brinppand my past . 6 The nev
increase of depth within each cityenl y i nterested, I i st e

|of  our
|friends
Bl and bene-
factors
who en-
sure the
Pr oj
success
It will
undoubtedly

Jordan Skarr
Associate Director

Chicagods
more witnesses into the team; Badtid remind me to lean on God when
moreds
ment to team formation; and Clevee s pect of
l and®s
Y {e%OL%rces are all examples of thigydeed, we all are looking forward
and we

from their efforts at the Nationg | e ani ng on
Gathering in March 2009.

ONE M AN 75 JOURNEY

c o mmi thetpechnie put rmy lifd in persgectineg

Santheandimeso@etcommigth- 6
hi's
outreach R.cC.pamhisnesand,

and

ook forward to benefitting the new retreat season and to

Goddé just

those exterior trappings of success,

THOMASD. CREXLER
Executive Director
JORDANC. 8ARR
Associate Director
Wayne Richard
Retreat and Formation
Assistant Coordinator
Patricia Crowley, OSB
CoCoordinator
22ySyQa
Edward Shurna
CoCoordinator
aSyoa ¢SIY

¢St

Almost a decade has passed sin@g
came in off the streets, allowed G9
to free me from addiction and fou
myself in a room with a dozen other
men sharing our stories of living
the shadows, on the street and on t
margins of U.S. society. | spoke t
of my addiction, my yearning for
home, and my growing realization t
my true yearning was (and todayr}‘é
mains) to find my home with God.

I would like to say that my histo
since that time has been filled
nothing but joy and success, but t
is not the truth. Like so many recov
ing addicts and alcoholics, | fouft
myself, as things outwardly improve
over the years, becoming seduced

p. and turning away from my solace in
God's grace. | mistook appearances
pure, pleasure for happiness. After
ight years of abstinence, | found my-
f back in active addiction, returning
a life of lies, hiding, loss, loneliness
and pain.
mazingly, even with a -figure
ary and the respect of an entire
profession, | found myself facing un-
goployment, iliness and homeless-
ss. It is a lesson | had to learn. It

by Steven

was the wakep call | needed in order
remember that | needed only to ask
God's merciful Grace, that, with-
(o Him, | am just a man who is fully
_the whim of my own ego and dis-
se.
am blessed to say that upon mak-
nWhat simple admission and request
(continued next pape

2

honesty.
uawhen - |

a



(continued from previous page) barely know. of them got crowded out by the whir

for help, I am again living a sober lifeyears ago, | wrote that my time and noise of my ego and this world's
and my priorities are back in propfe streets was a great grace. Anddewnands and expectations. They got
alignment. | have admitted | am ggy, | honestly can say the same titingvded out because | stopped

alcoholic and drug addict and havegdgBout my return to addiction. Msearching, or started searching in the
awakened to the reality that no humaph, awareness, and dedicationwiong places. | am pleased and proud
power, including my own, can relig¥&lping others, though far from pep know that in cities throughout the

me of my obsession. | have agmit, remain the keystone of my lif@tion, men still gather in small rooms
given over my will and my life ¥ach morning and night, | pray, sias part of the Ignatian Spirituality Pro-
God's care. | have accepted the trgify "Father love me, Jesus heal jeet to share their stories, to be heard
about myself as a flawed and impsfirit guide me." Love, healing aadd respected, to find that they are
fect human, shared that truth wiffiidance. It is what | need; and itisrthy of respect and care, and that
others, and daily asked my Lord @at all of us with the disease of #iey have something to offer. | vividly

remove my shortcomings in whateygétion need. recall those moments when we men
way He sees fit in order to mold me t&o many of these lessons | learnédhe streets lay down our defenses

His best use for me. | am beginningg that retreat years ago. And so mangt shared, and God was there.
make restitution for the harm | did to

others, not just when | returned to
addiction, but even throughout all
those years when | believed | wag
being a good person.

Most importantly, | have again ac-
cepted my calling to help God's othe
children. With God and Service re-
turned to their proper place in my life,
| am enjoying the greatest peace
have known. The peace of home, eve
though home is now a sober house
share with seven other men in a city

_———

Group pictured is from the Chicago
D v[e Z SE § " %/52008 |0

) Sr. Louls
(continued from pg.1) Ann  Rotermund of the St. Patrick
MILWAUKEE CenterJerry Holden of the IVC at

Eileen Ciezki from Gesu ParishSt. Xavier (College) Churchand
Gerry Fischer from Marquette Uni-Gretchen Shipp will cocoordinate LIS, G.{EEES‘J' Sl
versityds Ca mmuhe firsMIBSR reteat inySt. Louis [iShaset ASEElCS
McCannon Brown from RepairersDecember. Special thanks Sean [UASIES BIEAED
of the Breach, met with the ISP Agniel of the Missouri Province ane2ilERZERE/ESS
hopes of hosting a retreat in Milwaliom Auffenburg for their assistancgilelilifzlellE e
kee before the end of the calendagetting this off the ground. Ernest Lausier
year. Richard Millbourn, SJ

W2KY hQ. NARSY
| Joan Carole Schaffner, SC

WASHINGTON , DC
Holy Trinity Parish, one of two

NEW YORK
Todd Keough, SJandJack Fagan,

treat to be held this Spring. treat and PRI - dward Shurna this
SAN FRANCISCO Spring. Suzanne Zuercher, OSB
Jim Neafsey Pa u | OdConnor , SJ

andBill Kueppers will be facilitating ~ JESUIT RETREAT HOUSES

t wo menaés r et r eldanks to thg follpw IRR Rinecto| Fall 2008  Volume 3: Issue 1

Melissa Behrle third year student &for their generous Hkind  support off Contributors: ooteven Dijogo' dThogf‘s
. CoT rexler and Jordan Skarr
the Jesuit School of TheO|09y lgP: Jim Carr, S‘J(GlouceSter’ MA) Please contact us with comments, futurg

Berkel ey, is forlam rperOIb. S(bas s £A) stories, or more ways to stay involved.

team in preparation for the Sprifgpb Fitzgerald (Atlanta) andPat
womenos retreat . McDermott, IHM (Faulkner, MD)
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