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THE POWER OF TELLING YOUR STORY

Yourstoryl t 8s t he one hin
yet, because we all/l h a
personal I'tds valuabl e. It
the Ignatian Spirituality Project retreat experience. Our storie
are our history; and, when we openly share them, they can b

come the seed of one another
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This point was crystallized at the recent ISP National Gatherin
of retreat coordinators from the 12 cities with ISP programs.
Speaking at the event, Baltimore retreatant and witness Ji
Fardan shared his experience, telling those in attendance h
an ISP retreat offers a rare opportunity: An opportunity to:

e Tell your story to yourself
Tell your story to others
Tell your story to God and then

Let God tell your story to you

On an ISP retreat you allow God to tell you your story.
What a frightening yet beautiful
experience. You allow God in, let-
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¥ pain no longer restrains joy, and
brokenness becomes the place
where healing begins. This experi-
ence is not unique to those who are
homeless and in recovery from ad-
dictions. It is universal. It is one way,
maybe the principle way, that we
achieve solidarity.

Tom Drexler,
Executive Director

During these precarious economic times prudence dictates cut-
ting back on expenses and putting a little extra into our per-
this

sonal savings. Thankfully,

2009 ISP NaTIONAL GATHERING

Darryl Zink (left) and Karen Clifton (right) exchange best
practices, while Sue Gomez (back) mines the resource table.

The ISP National Networkever looked strongethan dur-
ing the recent 2009 National Gathering in March. A r@8ord
Retreat Coordinatorgraveled to Chicago to share their experi-
ence and wisdom of providing Ignatian retreats.

Karen Clifton (Washington, DC) aridenice Foose
(Houston) presented their experiences of starting up an ISP team.
Sr. Patricia Crowley, OSB coor di nator of t|
team, shared about-going formationkr. Bill Creed, SJfoun-
der of ISP an&d Shurng ISP Board member and Executive
Director of the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, shared the
origin of ISP and the connection between Ignatian Spirituality and
the 12Step Program.

Our network is growing and we are grateful for your
continued support in this exciting endeavor.

hasnot been the case wit

benefactors. ISP is blessed with hundreds of people who loo
beyond what prudence might dictate and continue to suppor
our ministry to the homeless and addicted population.

Please join our effortsAs the homeless population grows,
your contribution will make sure their stories of brokenness anc
despair are transformed into realities of wholeness, productivit
and hope.

You remain in our prayers

Did You Know?

In just the past 9 months in 11
different cities, ISP has offered over
40 retreats to over 400 women and
men who are homeless and in
recovery from addictions.




EVEN FOR ONE
by Jordan Skar

0So this is the
ing here huh?¢6 O
retreatant and wi
on our way to visit a shelter in a pr¢
dominantly Hispanic neighborhood |i
Chicago. o0Yeah, ¢
who comes. 6

David and | have developed a b
of a routine by now: | sketch an ovg
view; he colors it with his experienge.
About halfway through we pause fq
guestions.

Larry, has been eyeing us cau-
ti ousl y Wilgaudoma fsrk
just oned

oWell, as | was;j
have three or four participants from
each shelteréo

0l heard you,
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saying, ideally wedl |l

0 LoaBrurty, 6i rmhtee rprawpstess, de RUrpapisPrg q:hipa}go. oyou
Obut will you cowiel If ocome fidr tjhiegte drmse. 6 i
just one. o | look back at him, and, beneath them and through our retreats provide

I glance around the room at the his leery brow, | finally hear what heSRiritual companionship many are

five other faces, and turn back to hiasking: What if | am and the only ofl§SPerately seeking. )
0 Y e a h wholwants to go? ovyes, Larry, o6 | say n¢
meanwe | immediately thought to the Gosd €nce, owe wil |l come fo
‘| can, 6 pdlpassage (Luke 5 where we He nods appreciatively and rests back
| stammer, hear of Jesuso ulhSichalht e concern for
B obut aaghof us,not for the ninatine of We finish the meeting with little
atleast  the flock, but for the one who is lostOther fanfare and head out. On the
| threeis ISP, like many Ignatian Ministries, drivé back David and I are in good
what woedpts wis invitation to walk spirits. We must have felt in some
\ looking  with those who are at the margins, Small way, like the man in the parable,
! i A f or . 6 those for whom time, patience, and"€J0ICINg over new found connection.
Jordan Skarr " compassion has run out. We meet® That ~went well, 6 he sa
Associate Director were supposed to be the
group teaches honesty, open
PRINCIPLES IN ACTIQN mindedness and willingness; and religion
by Jimi Fardan highlights faith, hope and more. |
My name is Jimi Fardan and | servéhought | knew what these things meant,
as a witness/facilitator for the ISP re- but | found that | needed to begin with
THOMASD. DREXLER treats in Baltimore Maryland. Tothosdonesty. | dondét mean wt
Executive Director that have known me and even to mys@that | tell myself is of the greatest im-
JORDANC. 8ARR sometimes this is a surprising endeaveortance. How do | internalize the
Associate Director yet | am learning not to be surprised byorld and its attractions, distractions
Wayne Richard the power of God and how spiritual and sometimes trying situations and still
S =il growth can af f e c tkeep mespigtonandvenkeelP n t hi s ca
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my life. | am a 6fearold African
American man, a Viet Nam veteran,
father and artist. Today | use my art
vehicle of expression. It keeps me
grounded when | have things to say.
Principles keep me grounded in
spirit. Wherever | turn | see evidence
that principles work: The military taught
courage, duty and humility; my NA

Some of the answers came for me at
first retreat. | was at a low point, a
aﬁ t of needing to put my life to-
gethefi agaifi when two facilitators,
Fr. Bill Creed and Wayne Richards in-
troduced me to a process of

Continued, Page 3



